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alarm on several occasions. They were his statistics
which were invoked, but he wished also to bring back
to sound appreciation of facts those who wandered away
into exaggerations, the consequence of which was to
alarm public opinion uselessly, and to aggrandise a risk,
which he said was considerably reduced, in its frequency
and in its gravity, since painters ceased to grind white
lead, which they received in the form of stiff white paint,
directly from the factories. However, the risk was
undeniable, and, although reduced, hygienists wished
and felt constrained to reduce it further, if not suppress
it altogether.

In 1891 the Commission des Logements Insalubres de
la Ville de Paris, in its session of 27th April, adopted,
unanimously, a report presented to it by M. Finance,
then Sub-Director of Work, a former painter that the
Author knows personally and holds in great esteem, as
much for his straightforwardness as for his unwearying
efforts towards the moral, intellectual, and professional
improvement of the working classes. His profound con-
viction of the superiority of white zinc was known to
the Author for a long time prior to the campaign against
white lead, and although the Author does not share this
conviction in such a wholesale manner, he heartily
acknowledges the sincerity of that of M. Finance.

With a humanitarian object, which does him credit, he
proposed to the. Commission des Logements Insalubres
(with which at that time he was freshly connected) the
following conclusions, which were unanimously adopted :

" The Commission, taking into consideration at the
same time both the healthiness of dwellings and the
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